Message

From: Peak, Nicholas [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=929DF8C22E554FB89F9B0850729E1A51-PEAK, NICHOLAS]
Sent: 6/21/2022 3:51:17 PM

To: Jean Mendozai Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)
CC: Edmondson, Lucy [Edmondson.Lucy@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: CAFO Question

Sure Jean, not a problem at all.

Eric Winiecki is the point of contact for all things related to the consent order with the dairies in the Lower Yakima Valley
regarding nitrates in ground water. | don’t believe he would be the point of contact on surface water questions in the
Lower Yakima River.

If you have surface water enforcement questions I'd encourage you to contact Mickey Jencius who is the Surface Water
Enforcement Section manager. She can be reached at jencius.michele@epa.gov or 206-553-1648.

Also, Lucy Edmondson is back in her role as director of the Washington Office. She’d probably know the best point of
contact for the Lower Yakima River. She can be reached at Edmondson.Lucy@epa.sov or 360-753-9082.

Feel free to let me know if you have any further questions.

Nick Peak

Agriculture Advisor
EPA, Region 10
208-378-5765
peaknicholas®epa.goy

From: Jean Mendoza; Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) !
Sent: Sunday, June 19, 2022 11:46 AM

To: Peak, Nicholas <Peak.Nicholas@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: CAFO Question

Hello Nick,
| forgot to thank you for this information. It is much appreciated. Who is the EPA person with the most knowledge of
the Lower Yakima River? Is that Eric Winiecki?
Have a great week.
Jean Mendoza

On May 25, 2022, at 7:42 AM, "Peak, Nicholas" <Peak.Nicholas@epa.gov> wrote:

Hi Jean,

| couldn’t begin to accurately speculate about the difference because the regulatory climate here in
Idaho is no different than in Oregon or Washington. | know the hydrogeology in the Snake River plain is
unique, but { am not an expert on that.
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There is 3 USGS water science center here in Boise that’s done extensive research on the hydrogeology,
water quality, and other characteristics of the Snake River Plain. Their website

is hitps:/fwasaw. usgs. sovicenters/idaho-water-sclence-center. Some of their publications may shed more
light on the matter beyond what | can comment on. A specific researcher looking into groundwater
quality in Idaho is Ken Skinner, and he’s got some more recent publications that may be

helpful: https:{fwww . usgs sovistaffprofiles/kenneth-deskinner.

Nick Peak

Agriculture Advisor

EPA, Region 10

208-378-5765

nesk.nicholas®ena.zoy

From: Jean Mendoza { Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)
Sent: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 5:06 AM

To: Peak, Nicholas <Peak.Nicholas@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: CAFO Question

Good Morning Nick,

Thanks for your quick reply. If you have time, could you go a little deeper? | am familiar with the
documents you sent. In order to describe the situation better for others | recently compared Yakima
County, WA, Morrow County, Ore, and Gooding County, Idaho - the three leading dairy counties in each
state. | found that Gooding County, with almost 163,000 milk cows had relatively lower groundwater
nitrate levels. | can only guess at the reason. Any thoughts you can provide on what is different in Idaho
will help.

Best wishes.

Jean Mendoza

On May 24, 2022, at 5:57 AM, "Peak, Nicholas" <Peak.Nicholas@epa.gov> wrote:

Hi Jean,
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| am doing well, | hope you are as well.

The state of Idaho requires all new lagoons and lagoons that are upgraded or retrofitted
to be built to design standards specified in state regulations. These standards adhere to
Appendix 10D of the Agriculture Waste Management Handbook found at:
https://agri.idaho.gov/main/wp-

content/uploads/2017/10/2008 Appendix 10D.pdf. The state department of
agriculture (ISDA) reviews and approves all plans and specifications of the lagoons prior
to being to being built. However, there are areas of high nitrate levels in the

state. IDEQ maintains a list of nitrate priorities areas of the state and can be found at
this link: https://www.deg.idaho.gov/water-quality/ground-water/ground-water-

quality/.

Let me know if you have any further questions, I’'m happy to help out.

Nick Peak
Agriculture Advisor
EPA, Region 10
208-378-5765

peak.nicholas@epa.gov

From: Jean Mendoza; Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

Sent: Monday, May 23, 2022 4:43 PM

To: Peak, Nicholas <Peak.Nicholas@epa.gov>

Subject: CAFO Question

Hello Nick,

How are you doing? Well, | hope.
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| also hope you have time for a quick question. | have been studying nitrate/nitrite
levels in groundwater for Oregon, Washington, and Idaho in areas with high
concentrations of dairy cows. The numbers in Idaho are not as high as | would have
expected. Does Idaho require CAFO dairies to line their manure lagoons with synthetic
liners. Are they doing anything differently in Idaho?

Thanks for any information you can send my way.

Jean Mendoza
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